


Cromlech Glenn
LOOKING AT ART:
• Standing in the basin of the Glenn, list 10 words

that describe your feelings in relationship to the
earthen structure that surrounds you.

• Ascending the stairs, walk around the top of the
Glenn’s embankment. Now list 10 words describ-
ing your feelings about the earthwork from this
new vantage point. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:
• The site where the Jefferson Expansion Museum

and the Arch now stand was once a high bluff
where Native Americans built their monumental
burial mounds. Research and give a group pres-
entation focusing on the effect that early 
St. Louis City development had on the Native
Americans and upon the land along the
Mississippi.

• Take a trip to Cahokia Mounds and/or research
this ancient earthworks site. Write a report about
the purpose and use of these mounds for the
Native American tribe that built them.

LANGUAGE ARTS:
• Invent an imaginary tribe of people whose sacred

ceremonial site is Cromlech Glenn. Set the scene
either in the future or in the past. Describe the
tribe’s values, their ceremonies, and their relation-
ship to one another and to nature. Also explain how
Cromlech Glenn is used in the culture.

• Define the characteristics of a folk tale such as
those written by Hans Christian Anderson or the
Grimm brothers. Write a children’s fairy tale that
takes place in and around Cromlech Glenn.
Extention: Write a newspaper article about
Cromlech Glenn as if it was recently discovered
and its origin is yet unknown. 

SCIENCE/MATH TECHNOLOGY:
• Cromlech Glenn was made with earthmoving

equipment. Research how the Cahokia Mounds
were constructed and how long it might have
taken. Compare the ancient and contemporary
methods used to construct earthworks.

• List the birds, mammals, reptiles and insects that
inhabit the woods around Cromlech Glenn. Use a
simple pocket tape recorder to record as many
different sounds of nature as you can. Can you
match the sounds to the wildlife?

PERFORMING ARTS:
• Students pre-select their favorite poems (or short

instrumental solos) to read in the Glenn’s basin
when the group visits.

• Students bring percussive instruments to the
Glenn’s basin when the group visits. While climb-
ing the stairs and after descending into the
basin, students note their responses to the earth-
work in terms of each of their six senses. After
experiencing the artwork, small groups create
sound pieces to perform for the class while in the
basin area.

ART PROJECT IDEAS:
• Research other contemporary artists making

earthworks and give a presentation to the class.
• In groups, design an earthwork for the campus of

your school. Chose a site, concept, function and
landscape design. Produce a working plan for
your earthwork.
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